[bookmark: _GoBack]I am Marian Almeida, and I am enrolled at Algonquin College, student number 0409679384. I am requesting a review of my Academic Restriction. 


I am a mature student, a single mother of twins. I have been working since I come to Canada. I worked for 6 years in a big It company making minimum wage. At some point, my company started to lay off people in my life. I noticed that my future was dark, paying rent, and many other expenses I could end up on welfare. I knew I needed a Canadian Education diploma to succeed. Luckily, a friend told me about OSAP, I see the opportunity to change everything, and I made one of the most crucial decisions of my life, going back to school, to have a secure job.


In my first step, I started the EAP program to upgrade my English. I enjoyed it very much and in the last semester I begin to analyze what I should consider studying that would give me a better job, better salary and quality of life. Talking with an advisor at the College, they help me to know how certify international degrees to be to get into a program more significative. However, I finished the EAP at the beginning of spring, At that moment, my best option was to take Office Administration, but Algonquin only has this Online program, on-campus only the fall, I did not want to waste four months. I applied Osap and at the same time making researches about jobs, Office Administration did not give the 

Analyzing all the possibilities after taking a one-year Office Administration, the studies say that students can find jobs salary minimum age or a few dollars more, and any warranty of the job. No co-op. Then, in the second week of the program, I receive an email saying my international transcript evaluations will be ready soon. I would be free to apply to a program that would be more significative to my professional life. I decided to withdraw the Office Administration program, and  I contacted OSAP and sent back all the money I have received and wait.


The fall I was accepted in Computer System Technician, and Business Administration. Still, wrongly, I decided to take  Business since I have a four year degree from home, and I have 25 years of experience. At this point, I was sure three years degree would be enough to keep in the market. Surprisingly, in the second week of classes, I had an idea of the big mistake I made. First of all, I found out that almost 45% of the students in the Admin switch or drop off the program.  In class I  felt that the lessons were directed to students who don't have any experience, I was feeling back to high school, that the first and second years would not help me to learn something. I am not beginning; it would not make a significative change in my career and waste two years. Therefore,  started a drama in my life. I don't have time and age to be waiting.  The first thing I did I tried to switch to Computer System, I talked with the coordinator, I explained her my situation, but the program was full, was no longer possible to change, she oriented me to apply to winter. Many others students were frustrated as me.

I decided to study and try to learn something that would be necessary for my profession. Still, I started to feel very sad, uncomfortable in class, and it was making me feel empty and extremely sad. I realized it was all for beginner students, not for people like me who just need an upgrade and a Canadian diploma. My days have been a nightmare, the investment is very high I lost a lot of money because OSAP is not for free. Money and time wasted, losing four more months. I tried to talk to ‎Counselling Services for help. I was crying every day, and I did not want my kids to see my frustration. My depression and anxiety came back; I increased my medicine and got hooked on sleeping pills every night.  I was so scared and feeling lonely because I rely on myself, and if I don't succeed, I will be in a terrible situation. I decided to drop two classes, which was not relevant, and spending this time making researchers about the next program. I could not make a mistake again. The more I learned about Computer programs more excited I was getting, on the other hand, even more depressed about my situation. In consequence, I had decided to finish the semester. 

Less than three weeks to complete the semester, I contacted the coordinator and my financial advisor.   I explained to them about my mistakes and unhappiness, and I told them all the points of why I didn't adapt to the program, how I was frustrated with the material in class. Then I very uncomfortable situation happened. I was involved in the case of humiliation and improper accusation in class.  When this mistake happened, I left the College crying and promised to myself never come back. 

All honesty, I was so desperate with happened to me that I emailed the coordinator asking about my financial situation with OSAP would be harmful if I drop more classes and only finish the course that was required to the next program. She told me that I would not have any issue with OSAP since it was the end of the semester. So, I just finished the communication class. 

Regarding the issue I had in class, I was as outraged with it, and I started an investigation with The Humans Right of College and managers who has any link with the people who are involved. I already have some help. If it is essential to your decision to know what happened, I am open to explain everything privately. At this moment I am outside of the country, I am the only child, and I have a severe familiar issue. However, I can contact by call, email, video chat as you desire.

Why, I am sure the Computer system is my best and right choice for me? Only two years and all these efforts and mistakes will worth for me, for my kids who I want to get involved with technology and to Canadian society.

